c) REMARKS 

The claims are 12-16 with claim 12 the sole independent claim. Claims 12 
and 13 have been amended to obviate informalities unrelated to patentability. 
Reconsideration of the claims is expressly requested. 

Applicants acknowledge that claim 12 was deemed allowable over the art. 
Accordingly, claim 12 is the sole independent claim and has been amended to be in 
independent form. Accordingly, it is submitted that the art rejection has been rendered 
moot. 

It is noted that the Rl and R4 groups identified in formula (6) were 
inadvertently not recited in claim 12. Accordingly, the claims has been amended to include 
the substituents for such groups. Support for the substituents is as follows. 

In formula (6) CyNl is Pi as identified on page 26, line 8. In formula (6) 
CyCl is a fluorene-flised structure, where X is either CRR*,0 or S. As shown on page 26, 
such groups correspond to FL2, DBFl and DBTl. 

In Table 1, where CyNl is Pi; where CyCl is FL2, DBFl or DBTl and m 
=3 and n = 0, then compound Nos. 23-37, 106-107, 146-147 and the like, denote such 
compounds. The substituents corresponding to Rl and R4 in such compounds are recited 
in amended claim 12. 

The Examiner had expressed concern that the term "optional" seemed to 
imply that the substituent may not be present. Applicants would like to address the 
Examiner's stated concern. 

First, the term "optional" does mean that the substituent recited need not be 
present. However, this term is deemed definite by the Office. In MPEP §2 173.05(h), on 



pages 2100-207 and 2100-208 under the heading "m, OPTIONALLY", it is stated that that 
language "containing a B and, optionally C" is considered acceptable alternative language 
because there is no ambiguity as to which alternatives are covered by the claim. Several 
decisions are relied upon by the Office as supporting the position that the term "optionally** 
is definite, so long as there is no ambiguity as to the identification of the optional 
substituent. 



group can be either unsubstituted or substituted with a named substituent. In each case 
where a substituent is said to be optional a list of substituents is provided. Accordingly, it 
is submitted that the claim is definite. 

There being no further issues, it is submitted that the claims should be 
allowed and that the case be passed to issue. 

Applicants* undersigned.attomey may be reached in our New York office by 
telephone at (212) 218-2100. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
below listed address. 



In claim 12, where the term "optionally" is employed, it denotes that a 
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